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REMARKS: 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



To expedite prosecution, the Applicant has amended the claims to insert the word "intersecting" 
between "regularly-spaced" and "pores" in line 2 of claim 1 and line 3 of claim 24. To further 
5 expedite prosecution, the Applicant has similarly amended claim 29 at line 3. The Applicant 
submits that support for these amendments can be found in the specification at page 3, lines 4-8 
and at FIG. 3 and FIG. 4. As such, no new matter h as been added. Furthermore, since claim 3, 
which depends from claim 1, already recites "interacting pores" the Applicant submits that 
claims 3-6 have not been narrowed within the meaning of the decision in Festo. 

10 RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

The Examiner has indicated that method claims that encompass all the limitations of the product 
claims will be rejoined if the product claims are found to be allowable. The Applicant submits 
that the product claims are allowable for the reasons set forth below. The Applicants further 
submit that the method claims encompass all the limitations of the product claims as a result of 

15 the above amendment of claim 29. As such, the Applicant respectfully requests rejoinder of 
claims 29-31. 

CLAIM REJECTIONS 
35 USC 102 

Claims 1, 2, 9, 10, 12, 17 and 19-23 were rejected under 35 USC 102(b) as being anticipated by 
20 Chem. Comm., 2000, pl063-1064 to Huang et al. (hereinafter Huang) for the reasons set forth in 
the Office Action of March 18, 2005. 

Claims 1, 2, 7, 1 1-13, 17-26 and 28 were rejected under 35 USC 102(e) as being as being 
anticipated by US Patent Application Publication 2005/005874 to Xiao et al. (hereinafter Xiao), 
for the reasons set forth in the Office Action of March 18, 2005. 

25 The Applicant respectfully traverses the rejections. Neither Xiao nor Huang teaches coating the 
walls of intersecting pores as recited in claims 1 and 24. The Applicant submits that Xiao and 
Huang do not teach or suggest such a feature. Instesid, Xiao et al teach parallel pores that do not 
intersect. See, e.g., FIGs. 2-7. Huang teaches formation of nanowires in hexagonal packed 
channels, which do not intersect. See, e.g., FIG. 2(a) and the first four lines of the second 

30 column on page 1 063 . 
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For the reasons set forth above, the applicants subm it that neither Huang nor Xiao anticipates 
claims 1 and 24 and that these independent claims define an invention suitable for patent 
protection- Furthermore dependent claims 2-23 and 25-28 depend respectively from claims 1 
and 24 and recite additional features therefon In addition, the Applicant submits that neither 
5 Huang no Xiao teach all the features of claim 29 or claims 30-31, which depend from claim 29. 
As such, and for the same reasons set forth above the Applicant submits that these dependent 
claims define an invention suitable for patent protection. 

ALLOWABLE SUBJECT MATTER 

The Applicant appreciates the Examinees indication of allowable subject matter in claims 3-6, 8, 
to 14-16 and 27. However, the Applicants believe that these claims are allowable over the prior art 
for the reasons set forth above. 



For the reasons set forth above, the Applicants submit that all claims are allowable over the cited 
art and define an invention suitable for patent protection. The Applicants therefore respectfully 
1 5 request that the Examiner enter the amendment, reconsider the application, and issue a Notice of 
Allowance in the next Office Action. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Reg. No. 41,088 
Patent Attorney 

JDI PATENT 
25 204 Castro Lane 
Fremont, CA 94539 
tel.: (510) 896-8328 
fax.: (5 10) 360-9656 



CONCLUSION 




20 Joshua D. Isenberg 
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